Outstanding Nursing Student of South Dakota


ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

· The candidate must be in his/her last year of nursing school 

· The candidate must be a member of NSASD 

· The candidate must be in the upper one-half of his/her class scholastically as designated by local school standards 

· The candidate shall write a 250-500 word essay. The topic of the essay will be decided on a yearly basis. Five copies of the essay are to be prepared. One is to be given to the director of the candidate's school. Four copies are to be sent to the Outstanding Nursing Student Committee to be given to the judges prior to the annual convention. 

· Each candidate shall submit a personal synopsis using template and a photograph for the convention booklet. 

· The candidate must attend the annual convention. At this time he/she will have a personal interview with the judges. The candidate will be notified as to the exact time and place of the interview. 

· Each constituent association may nominate one candidate. 

· The following items must be sent to the Outstanding Nursing Student Committee: 
1. A completed nomination form 
2. Four copies of the essay 
PERSONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

· Be neat in appearance 

· Possess the ability to work well in team relationships 

· Have the ability to recognize and meet physical, social, psychological, and spiritual needs of the client. 

· Demonstrate a sense of responsibility in carrying out nursing assignments 

· Have an understanding of the nursing organizations 

· Possess a knowledge of current events and a range of interests beyond nursing 
AWARD 

· All Outstanding Nursing Student Candidates shall receive a certificate of achievement at the awards banquet. 

· The Outstanding Nursing Student of South Dakota shall receive a certificate with his/her name and school, a Nightingale Lamp, and a cash award. The amount of the cash award shall be determined by the Executive Board at the pre-convention board meeting. 

· The outstanding Nursing Student of South Dakota shall read his/her essay following the presentation of the award. 

Note: this award is presented every year. Do not wait for a letter from the Outstanding Nursing Student Committee to begin preparations for choosing a candidate. Rather, begin preparations as early as a possible to allow time for your candidate to write his/her essay and submit his/her personal synopsis.
